
What is Pink Eye (Conjunctivitis)? Understanding Symptoms, 

Causes, and Treatment 
 

Pink eye, also known as conjunctivitis, is a common and highly contagious eye condition that 

affects people of all ages. This eye ailment gets its name from the pink or red appearance of 

the eye due to inflammation of the conjunctiva, a clear membrane that covers the white 

part of the eye and lines the inner surface of the eyelids. In this blog post, we'll explore 

what is pink eye, its various forms, symptoms, causes, and treatment options. 

 

Types of Pink Eye: 

 

There are three main types of pink eye: 

 

Viral Conjunctivitis: This is the most common form and is caused by viruses, similar to the 

viruses responsible for the common cold. It's highly contagious and can be spread through 

coughing and sneezing or by touching an infected surface and then the eye. 

 

Bacterial Conjunctivitis: This type is caused by bacteria and can result from touching 

contaminated objects, like a towel or makeup, and then touching the eye. Bacterial pink eye 

is also highly contagious. 

 

Allergic Conjunctivitis: Allergies to pollen, dust, pet dander, or other environmental irritants 

can lead to this form of pink eye. It's not contagious and typically affects both eyes. 

 

Common Symptoms: 

 

The symptoms of pink eye can vary depending on the cause but generally include: 

 

Redness in one or both eyes 

Itchy or burning sensation 

Watery or thick discharge from the eye 

Swollen or puffy eyelids 

Increased sensitivity to light 

Gritty feeling in the eye 

Crusty eyelids, especially in the morning 

Causes: 

 

Viral Conjunctivitis: Typically caused by adenoviruses, which can also result in colds or 

respiratory infections. 
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Bacterial Conjunctivitis: Often due to Staphylococcus or Streptococcus bacteria, bacterial 

pink eye can result from exposure to contaminated objects or poor hygiene. 

 

Allergic Conjunctivitis: Triggered by an allergen, the immune system releases histamines, 

leading to inflammation and symptoms. 

 

Treatment: 

 

The treatment of pink eye depends on the type: 

 

Viral Conjunctivitis: Usually clears up on its own within a week or two. Cold compresses and 

artificial tears can help with symptoms. In severe cases, antiviral eye drops may be 

prescribed. 

 

Bacterial Conjunctivitis: Antibiotic eye drops or ointment are typically prescribed. It's crucial 

to complete the entire course of antibiotics even if symptoms improve to prevent 

reinfection. 

 

Allergic Conjunctivitis: Over-the-counter or prescription antihistamine eye drops can help 

manage symptoms. Avoiding allergens and using cool compresses may also provide relief. 

 

Prevention: 

 

Preventing pink eye, especially viral and bacterial forms, involves good hygiene practices: 

 

Wash your hands frequently and avoid touching your eyes. 

Do not share towels, pillows, or makeup. 

If you have pink eye, avoid close contact with others and stay home until it's no longer 

contagious. 

While pink eye can be uncomfortable and highly contagious, it is usually a minor and self-

limiting condition. It's important to consult a healthcare professional for proper diagnosis 

and guidance, as well as to determine the most appropriate treatment, especially for 

bacterial and allergic conjunctivitis. By taking preventive measures and following your 

healthcare provider's advice, you can ensure a speedy recovery and reduce the risk of 

spreading the infection to others. 

 


