
How to Clean White Shoes: Tips and Tricks for Pristine Footwear 
 

White shoes are timeless and versatile, but they can be a challenge to keep clean. Whether 

you own classic white sneakers, fashionable white boots, or elegant white flats, you'll want 

to know how to clean white shoes and maintain their pristine appearance. In this blog post, 

we'll provide you with a comprehensive guide on how to keep your white shoes looking 

fresh and clean. 

 

1. Gather Your Supplies 

 

Before you start cleaning your white shoes, gather the necessary supplies: 

 

Mild soap or detergent 

Water 

Soft brush (an old toothbrush works well) 

Baking soda 

White vinegar 

A cloth or sponge 

A bowl 

 

2. Remove Loose Dirt 

 

Tap your shoes together or gently brush them to remove any loose dirt or debris. This will 

make the cleaning process more effective and prevent dirt from scratching the shoe's 

surface during cleaning. 

 

3. Pre-Treat Stains 

 

For stubborn stains, you may want to pre-treat them before a general cleaning. Make a 

paste using baking soda and water, and apply it to the stained area. Allow it to sit for about 

15 minutes before gently scrubbing with a soft brush or cloth. 

 

4. Cleaning White Canvas or Fabric Shoes 

 

For white canvas or fabric shoes, create a cleaning solution by mixing a small amount of mild 

detergent with warm water. Dip a cloth or sponge into the solution and gently scrub the 

entire shoe. Pay extra attention to stained or soiled areas. Rinse the shoes with clean water 

to remove any soap residue. 
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5. Cleaning White Leather Shoes 

 

For white leather shoes, mix a solution of equal parts white vinegar and water. Dampen a 

cloth with the solution and gently wipe down the shoes. This will help remove stains and 

maintain the leather's texture. Use a clean, damp cloth to wipe off any remaining vinegar 

solution. 

 

6. Drying Your Shoes 

 

After cleaning, stuff your shoes with newspaper or shoe trees to help them maintain their 

shape while drying. Place them in a well-ventilated area and allow them to air dry naturally. 

Avoid direct sunlight or heat sources, as excessive heat can cause the shoes to yellow or 

crack. 

 

7. Regular Maintenance 

 

To keep your white shoes looking their best, consider these tips: 

 

Avoid wearing white shoes in muddy or rainy conditions. 

Apply a waterproof spray to protect against stains and water damage. 

Rotate your shoes to give them time to air out between wears. 

Spot clean any new stains or scuffs promptly to prevent them from setting. 

8. Freshen Up with Whitening Products 

 

If your white shoes start to look dull or yellow over time, you can use specialized shoe 

whitening products to restore their brightness. Follow the instructions on the product for 

best results. 

 

In Conclusion 

 

White shoes are a stylish and versatile choice, but they require some extra care to keep 

them looking their best. By following these tips on how to clean white shoes and 

maintaining a regular cleaning routine, you can enjoy your pristine white footwear for years 

to come. Remember that a little care goes a long way in preserving the beauty of your white 

shoes and ensuring they always make a stylish statement. 

 


